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The PRODIPE dynamic instrument mic. 

 

Test results interesting 
  
 

 
 

I want to give you an idea of what Ludovic Lanen’s new TT1 PRO LANEN instrument mic is 

really like, so I’ve tested it against 3 other mics: an SM57 Shure, an AUDIX i5 and an RE20 

Electrovoice. Each of these 4 mics has been especially designed for instrument miking. I’ll 
give you the prices in a minute. 

 

 

I repeated the same test with a snare drum, an accordion, an acoustic guitar and an electric 

guitar amp. The three instruments were tested in our studio; the electric guitar amp was 

tested on stage after we had set up the sound system at a small local concert. 

 

Retail price for each of the mics: 

 

• TT1 PRO LANEN = 39€. 

• SM57 SHURE = 85€. 

• AUDIX i5 = 100€ (approx). 

• RE20 ELECTROVOICE = over 300€. 
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Snare Drum 

I’m completely used to the way my regular mics perform, so doing the comparison was 

easy. I’m only going to talk about the results for the TT1 PRO LANEN instrument mic. The 

sound from the TT1 was responsive; there was no limpness in the membrane so we ended 

up with a dry sound – totally appropriate for a percussion instrument. The SM57 and the 

Audix certainly came closest to the initial sound, but the TT1, which is designed for the same 

type of use, handled just as well. 

 

 

Accordion 

Same again. I placed my 4 mics above the bellows so that they would pick up the sound and 

at the same time be near the playing of the right hand. To record an accordion properly, you 

really need 2 mics, but for this test, the 4 mics were like soldiers lining up next to each 

other, so logically, they had to give an identical sound. But that’s not the way it worked out. 

The TT1 did its bit – the sound was neutral and generally very clean. This is how I would 
rate the performances: first, the Electrovoice, second equal, the TT1 and Shure, fourth, the 

Audix (not great for this instrument). 

 

Acoustic Guitar 

Using 4 booms meant that the mics could be positioned at the centre of the guitar, but not 

in the sound hole, just slightly towards the right. Doing it like this tends to flatter the sound 

of the guitar. Normally, to give the sensation of space we would record an acoustic guitar 
with 2 or 3 mics, but the aim of this test was to find the mic that gives a sound which is as 

close as possible to the natural sound of the instrument. The Electrovoice came out the 
winner again, but the other 3 mics were neck and neck. When moving from one track to 

another, it was very difficult to tell the difference between the TT1, the Shure and the Audix. 

If we start to split hairs, the Shure and the TT1 were a fraction better than the Audix, but 

it’s important to remember that the Electrovoice costs over 300€, whereas the TT1 costs 

only 39€. 
 

The TT1 Cartridge  
 

Electric Guitar Amp (on stage) 
I left the 4 mics back in the studio to spend some time with a colleague who was organising 

the sound for a local group in a hall about 25 miles away. There was a small stage and it 

was a small group, but they wanted the volume very high. My colleague uses AKG 214s 
(320€) for the guitar amps. They’re great mics, but I asked him if he wouldn’t mind having 

the TT1 instrument mic in front of one of the amps. No sooner said than done. I positioned 
the mic slightly off centre in relation to the speaker membrane. Then I went back to the 

mixing deck and plugged the TT1 into the mic channel. I listened to the TT1 in my 
headphones to be able to make any final adjustments. 

 
The group ran through their numbers for the evening, so I gradually increased the TT1 

channel volume. I had no idea how the TT1 would cope with live music. I can’t say that it’s 

up there with the AKGs, but it is capable of successfully reproducing hyper sharp notes and 
making the other notes crystal clear. When you compare it with large membrane mics, the 

TT1 PRO LANEN stays true to the sound of the amp. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Shure SM57 and the Audix i5 can easily be replaced by the TT1 PRO LANEN. The only 

real difference between the 3 mics is obviously the price – only 39€ for the TT1. And that’s 

hard to beat. Like all studios, my set of mics includes the SM57, but I also have B52s and 

B56s, which are more expensive than Shure mics. Still, I would have absolutely no 

hesitation in swapping my SM57 for a TT1 PRO LANEN from Prodipe. I can see why 200,000 
TT1s have already been sold. The price and quality are amazing! It’s as simple as that. 

Anyway, as you know, my ears are the deciding factor. Don’t listen to what people tell you. 
Listen to what your ears are telling you. They’re what matters. Nothing else. 
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PROS 

- Linear and consistent.  

- Price.  

- Output level.  

- Problem-free live use 

 

 

CONS 

- I won’t be able to find anything better at this price. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

CHARACTERISTICS  
 

Demo video: http://youtu.be/PtEUp3OMOm8 

 
•Type: dynamic mic 

•Polarity: unidirectional 
•Frequency: 50Hz-15KHz 

•Sensitivity: - 49dB±3dB (0db=2.2mV/Pa) 
•Output Impedance: 600 O ±30% 

•Dimensions: ø 48 x 185 mm 
•Weight: 350g 
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